ALL FOOTBALL OFFICIALS
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
 

 
 

After a recent conversation with the Chairperson of the NFHS Football Rules Committee, I am happy to report the following, regarding how the enforcement of Rules 9-6-1 and 9-6-2 (new) shall be interpreted for this coming season:
1. The Committee Chair and I agree that the new language of 9-6-2 can be confusing and should probably be modified for more clarity in next year's NFHS FB Rules Book edition. However, we are basically stuck with using the current language for this season.
2. There is indeed no definition of the word, "intentionally," included in the new rule language. Therefore, for the purposes of enforcing 9-6-2, officials must use their best judgment, using the generally accepted meaning of the word, "intentionally," in determining whether a player has committed the foul. That is, the official must conclude that the player's action was willful, with deliberate purpose and forethought, in order to determine that it was done "intentionally."
3. All the provisions of Rule 9-6-1 are still in place, and should not be affected by the language of 9-6-2.
Hopefully, this issue has and will not cause too much consternation amongst your association's member-officials. There are already a number of rules in the Rules Book that require an official to make his/her best judgment; and this will be yet another. I have every confidence that the officials of high school football in California will be able to successfully make this judgment.
If you have further questions/comments, please feel free to contact me.
Have a great season!
Steve Stearns
State CIF FB Rules Interpreter
